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Elatements on the American point of
view has come from a man with other;
broblems  at the moment, Scnator
thomas T, Dodd, who before his
Carcer in Congress served as execulive
rial counsel at the German trials, !

After explaining that those put on
pial were necused of

anbual apond

"Pérhaps ‘one of the most” alhculalel 2

me The CoRTTicE of

World War 41, the war crime trials in
I\uwmberg produced” & storm of. con.
troversy throughoul the world ever
rlhexr legality-

Now, iwa decades later. fhe issie has
irelurnéd {o haunt the Uniled States:
and this time the lives at.stake are
‘those of American airmen shot down
tover North Vietnam, -

I, President Jolinson's conlentiop that
sour fliers are not 'war criminals is
[supporled by many of tha men -wha
took part in the prosecution at Nurem-
iberg, -and others who - e active in
fwar crime trlals in Japan.

[ The, North Vietnamese argue thal
the United States is carrying on a war
lin violation of the 1954 Geneva
:agreements on Indochina, as they also
cite the Nuremberg Charler. Article
& of. lhe Nuremberg Charter states
thaf "erimes against- peace” include

'waging & war of aggression; or a
war in’ violation . of international
treaties, agrcements or  assurances.”
. Lawyers who were involved 'in the
Nuremberg trials «-onsxder thH mere-
ly a propaganda p]oy " ;
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§ ."Under the terms -sef .down by the
‘postwar frials, our men arve clearly
prisoners-of-war," “Rays James B,
‘Donovan, the' New York atlorney re-
spmsible  for the‘ spy-swap which
hraught C1A, Galy Powers back
to (his counlry.

" "l.don't see how theve l« any valid
| romparison between the Nuremberg
wial and the sort of thing North Viet.
nam s suggesting,” is the view of
Smith W. Brookhardt,” now a Wash.
inglon attorney.

. Brady 0. Bryson, a Philadelphia
lawyer who, like Mr. Donovan and Mr.
Reookhavdl, was on the prosecution
staff M Nuremberg, feels the Vietnam-
ese “'are altempting to alter the
definition of;ust what is a war crime.”

‘eivilian population, . be[oxe or during

crimes, the Democratic Senalor poinls}
out that, “No member of the German
armed forces of any rank was prose-
{cuted because he had served as -a
member of those forces or because he
obeyed orders of a clemly military
nature. .. ."

Senator Dodd adds: No Lultwalfe
pilot or commander, for example, was
brought to trial because of his par
ticipation in the bombing of London."

Those who were. prosecuted were
accused of one of ~lhree types nrJ
crimes: Crimes against peace; war
crimes, which involve the murder or
ill-treatment of civilians or war pri-
soners, or crimes against humanity,
which included the extermination, en-
slavement,. deportation or other- inhue
man acts committed - against any

the ‘war.

Mr. Bryson adds another key pomt
any trial conducted during the wary
would he outside international legalily. ¥

Captured American airmen have}
heen executed before during wartime. |
The Japanese ‘tied ihres of the men
who were part of tha famous Doo-|
little raid on Tokyoe 1o crosses and»
shot thera in 1942, and during 1945)
a number of captured fliers were exe.!
cuted in Germany uander an order fromr
Hitler, g

Alter the war, those msponsxble I’m"
tha deaths were put on ‘trial at Nittem1
berg and Tokyo, and punished, - some]
by execution. o o ‘«)
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cept the premise on which the posvtwar'é
trials were conducted, and consxderv
them illegal.

have had, the frials clearly do not prov’

vide North Vietnam with tha legal

right {o try our fiers as war criminals.
To do that, they must depend on fheu"

..He says:” "Our men wera cngabCu
in lcgltimnm cojnbat actmty‘
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town hrand of Justice, which they have»

demonstrated. befors. in. the Vnctnam?
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Whatever hasis It Taw they may;
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There rhmain ‘many wha da not ac)
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